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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON ESTES 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2021 

Mr. ESTES. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present for Roll Call vote No. 282 and vote 
No. 286, On Agreeing to the Amendment 
(Garamendi of California Part C Amendment 
No. 38 and Langevin of Rhode Island Part C 
Amendment No. 42). Had I been present, I 
would have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 282, 
and NAY on Roll Call No. 286. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATASHA 
DABROWSKI’S SERVICE TO THE 
NEW DEMOCRAT COALITION 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2021 

Ms. DELBENE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to thank Natasha Dabrowski for her many con-
tributions to the New Democrat Coalition as 
our recent communications director and senior 
advisor. Last month, Natasha left the New 
Democrat Coalition after over five years of 
service to join President Biden’s administra-
tion. 

The New Democrat Coalition, which I have 
the honor to chair, is made up of 95 forward- 
thinking Democrats in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives who are committed to getting 
things done. We represent the expansion of 
the Democratic Party beyond our urban base 
into purple districts, which is key to Democrats 
holding the majority. By the nature of our 
members and area of focus, our communica-
tions director is a critical member of the New 
Dem team and Natasha was an invaluable re-
source in the role. 

Natasha joined the New Dem communica-
tions staff as press secretary & communica-
tions aide in April 2016. Over her career with 
the New Democrat Coalition, she served 
under four chairs—Reps. RON KIND, JIM 
HIMES, DEREK KILMER, and me—and was 
given more responsibility as the Coalition’s 
communications director and senior advisor. 
Natasha helped shape and share our mes-
sage during four Congresses and three admin-
istrations. 

Throughout her tenure, Natasha helped 
build out critical components of the Coalition’s 
communications and outreach strategy. She 
developed deep relationships with reporters, 
increased the Coalition’s coverage, built a 
community for New Dem Member office com-
munications staff, and helped strengthen the 
Coalition’s brand and message. Natasha ma-
tured the Coalition’s communication’s oper-
ation by overseeing the creation of a press as-
sistant position and launching new products 
and internal processes that expanded our 
reach and made our work better. Natasha also 

served as a key communications advisor for 
many New Dem Members and their staffs. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the members 
of the New Democrat Coalition, I thank 
Natasha and wish her best of luck in the fu-
ture. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERESA LEGER FERNANDEZ 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2021 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam Speak-
er, had I been present on September 22, 2021 
during the Roll Call No. 269 vote, the Dean of 
Pennsylvania Part C Amendment No. 5 to 
H.R. 4350, I would have voted YEA. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LAUREN BOEBERT 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2021 

Mrs. BOEBERT. Madam Speaker, I was 
caught in traffic and the votes closed before I 
could cast mine. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 289, and 
‘‘Nay’’ on rollcall No. 285. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on June 3, 1969, 
74 sailors were killed off the coast of Vietnam. 

These sailors—the ‘‘Lost 74’’—perished 
when the USS Frank E Evans sank after col-
liding with an aircraft carrier participating in a 
training exercise. 

Each of these service members were de-
ployed to a combat zone. Each of these serv-
ice members died in the service of our nation. 
And yet, their names have been left off the 
Vietnam Memorial wall. 

These sailors deserve to be recognized 
alongside the individuals who lost their lives in 
service of our nation in the Vietnam War. This 
commemoration of their service is long over-
due. 

The Lost 74 are heroes who left their home 
and families to fight for their country—our 
country—and gave the last full measure of de-
votion in the service of peace and security. 

Their names deserve to be honored and re-
membered alongside the 60,000 Americans 
who lost their lives in Vietnam. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD 
C. BOWMAN 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2021 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great regret that I rise today to mourn and ob-
serve the passing of an inspiring individual 
and dedicated public servant, Richard ‘‘Dick’’ 
C. Bowman, of Vernon, Connecticut. A pas-
sionate educator, devoted firefighter, and a 
loving family man, Dick passed away on Sep-
tember 10, 2021, in his home surrounded by 
his loved ones at the age of 74. 

Born in Oxford, Massachusetts to Harriet 
and Reverend Paul Bowman, Dick moved with 
his family to Vernon at an early age and re-
mained dedicated to his local community 
throughout his life. After graduating from 
Rockville High School, Dick attended Boston 
University where he received a bachelor’s de-
gree in speech pathology and education. From 
there, he propelled his passion for education 
forward and went on to receive a master’s in 
special education from Central Connecticut 
State College as well as a 6th-year degree in 
educational administration from the University 
of Connecticut. Armed with an impressive de-
gree of knowledge, Dick went on to pursue an 
enriching career in education to give back to 
the school system that had granted him in-
valuable wisdom and a pathway to success. 
For the next 15 years, Dick was a speech pa-
thologist and special education supervisor for 
the Vernon Board of Education where he ex-
celled and made compassion and encourage-
ment the top priorities for his students and 
educators. Soon after, he became an assistant 
principal and interim principal at Rockville 
High, and even after his eventual retirement in 
2004, Dick remained dedicated to the Vernon 
community through his committee positions 
with several scholarship and trust organiza-
tions. 

Dick’s devotion to his community and to 
service did not stop with his work in education. 
He was a devout member of the Vernon Union 
Congregational Church where he served as a 
choir member, mentor, leader, and committee-
man. Dick’s care for his community also led 
him to 50 years of service as a volunteer fight-
er for both the Vernon and Rockville Fire De-
partments. During his time, Dick was a mem-
ber on several Department committees and 
successfully rose to the ranking of 2nd lieuten-
ant for the Department. As the only active 
member on both the Vernon and Rockville 
Fire Departments, he became a conduit be-
tween the two departments and played a key 
role in unifying Vernon and Rockville under 
one authority. For his efforts in the merge, the 
Vernon Fire Department appointed him as a 
Charter Member. In January of 2020, Dick’s 
unwavering dedication to his community right-
fully earned him a Life Membership from the 
Town of Vernon’s Fire Department. Even after 
his retirement from active firefighting, Dick 
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